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types to have. First, in a single volume are most of the important facts about the
structure and function of antibodies. Second, the book gives Western scientists an
idea of how Soviet immunologists see the state of the art of immunochemistry.
ROBERT W. ROSENSTEIN
Department of Pathology
Yale University School ofMedicine
BREAST CANCER. PROGRESS IN CLINICAL AND BIOLOGICAL RESEARCH. VOL. 12. Edited
by A.C.W. Montague, G.L. Stonesifer, and E.F. Lewison. New York, Alan R. Liss,
Inc., 1977. 548 pp. $38.00
Female breast cancer remains one of the major problems in medical practice
because the physician lacks understanding of the etiology and, in the absence ofsuch
information, resorts to therapythat may be inadequate in some patients. This volume
summarizes in almost abstract form, papers delivered at an international conference
in mid-1976. It is timely and represents diverse viewpoints from many countries
regarding controversial areas of management ofwomenwith breast cancer. Thebrief
reports cannot be considered to be exhaustive examinations of any of the topics
discussed and include, for example, only minimal references to background material
that is germane. This book, therefore, will probably appeal more to the practicing
physician or the sophisticated physician-in-training than the medical student who
seeks complete basic information important to the learning process.
International meetings so often suffer from slow dissemination of information to
those who did not attend the meeting in person. Late publication results inimportant
material not being available for application to clinical practice until years sometimes
have passed. The publishers of this book, which is the twelfth volume of a wide
ranging series of publications titled Progress in Clinical andBiological Research, are
to be commended for prompt publication ofthe proceedings. Credit for promptness
is in part due to choice ofphoto offset reproduction whicheliminates time consuming
and expensive typesetting, etc. This tends to keep the cost to the reader down to a
reasonable level, an important consideration in this age of expensive books.
No earth shattering "break-throughs" are covered here, but a lot of up-to-date
information has been assembled in a convenient and easily readable format and I
encourage anyone dealing with breast cancer to read it.
IRA S. GOLDENBERG
Department ofSurgery
Yale University School ofMedicine
CHROMOSOMAL VARIATION IN MAN: A CATALOG OF CHROMOSOMAL VARIANTS AND
ANOMALIES, 2nd Edition. By Digamber S. Borgaonkor. New York, Alan R. Liss,
Inc., 1977. 403 pp. $36.00
This volume is a computer printout detailing the human chromosome variants.
The format of the book is based on McKusick's Catalog of Mendelian Inheritance.
The organization is straightforward; entries are arranged numerically, from chromo-
some 1 to 22 and then X and Y. Chromosomes are further indexed according to the
regions, bands, and subbands established at the 1971 Paris Convention. Each entry
contains an ideogram ofthe chromosome underdiscussion, a complete citation ofthe
reference including title and a description of the structural rearrangement in Paris